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Phase 3 Casualty Evacuation

Terminal Learning Objective

1. Without the aid of references, given a casualty in a combat environment, perform a casualty evacuation, reducing the risk of further injury or death, per the references.

Enabling Learning Objectives

1. Without the aid of references, given a description or list, identify types of CASEVAC transportation, per the references.

2. Without the aid of references, given a description or list, identify the items that are found on a helo prepared for a CASEVAC, per the references.

3. Without the aid of references, given a description or list, identify the reports associated with a CASEVAC, per the references.

1. Overview
· Today’s civilian air ambulances such as “Life Flight” have their roots in combat medicine. Beginning with the Korean War, wounded service members have been moved from point of injury to medical treatment facilities at ever-increasing rates. Although there are some service differences in terminology, for the purpose of this course the following definitions will be used:
i. CASEVAC- Evacuation from the point of injury to the initial entry into the medical care system. CASEVAC movement exposes the aircraft and crew to hostile fire. This involves aircraft that are designed for (but not necessarily dedicated to) casualty movement.

ii. MEDEVAC- Evacuation of a casualty from one point of care to another within the tactical theater of operations.

iii. Aeromedical Evacuation- Movement of a casualty from a point of care within the theater of operations to a facility outside the theater.

· On the modern battlefield it is not uncommon for a casualty to be evacuated by helicopter within 15 minutes of wounding.  The casualty may be at a forward surgical unit with 30 minutes and be on their way back to CONUS within 24 hours.
2. Principles of CASEVAC
· Casualties during this phase will be relatively unstable and care should be focused on lifesaving measures. During flight, care will be limited by many factors, among them: noise, turbulence, and crowded spaces.
3. Medical Considerations 
· By the time CASEVAC care is rendered hemorrhage control, airway management and hypothermia prevention should have already been established. (During Care Under Fire and/or Tactical Field Care). While inside the helicopter limitations on space, light and noise will impose severe limitations on the types of care rendered. Although the provider may be capable of providing Advanced Life Support, interventions such as intubation and electronic monitoring may be impractical or even impossible. The use of white or red light may be restricted for practical reasons.  Providers should practice and be competent in performing interventions under green light or no light conditions.
4. Preparation for CASEVAC

· Helicopter safety is paramount for all personnel involved in loading and unloading casualties. Each person involved, including the casualty should have eye and ear protection. Approach the helicopter only when told to do so by members of the flight crew. Loading and unloading of patients is done at the direction of the flight crew as well.
4. Casualty Reports

a. 9-line CASEVAC Report

(1) Location
(2) Radio Frequency and Call Sign
(3) Evac Precedence
A= Urgent

B= Urgent/Surgical

C= Priority

D= Routine

E= Convenience
(4) Special Equipment Needed
A= None

B= Hoist

C= Extrication

D= Ventilator
(5) Number of Litter (L) and Ambulatory (A)
(6) LZ:   Security
N= No threat

P= Possible enemy
E= Enemy in area

X= Hot LZ, Armed Escort Needed
(Continued on next page)

(7) LZ markings
       A= Colored Panels

       B= Pyrotechnic Signals

       C= Smoke

       D= None

       E= Other
(8) Casualty Nationality & Status

       A= US Military

       B= US Civilian

       C= Non-US Military

       D= Non-US Civilian

       E= Enemy Prisoner of War
(9) NBC Threat

      N= Nuclear

      B= Biological

      C= Chemical
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Carrying Capacity of Helicopters





Aircraft	Name		Litter		Ambulatory


UH-1		Huey		6		10


UH-60		Blackhawk	7		7


CH-46		Sea-Knight	15		22


CH-47		Chinook	24		33


CH-53	E	Super Stallion	24		37


V-22		Osprey		12		24	
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